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1 ALL GO AT THE MDGE 
By the time the Ladge welcomed it's first 'real' visitors towards the end of April 
nearly all the structural redevelopment work had been completed and most ofthe 
new fittings and furniture were in place. The harling has since been finished and 
,the building - reddish-sandy colour- blends well with the cliff colour of nearby 
Maver's Geo. By the end of June the first grass shoots in the re-seeded ground 
around the building were showing green, and an electric fence was needed to 
keep the sheep from grazing them out ofexistence. Before long the sward should 
have completely recovered From the ravages inflicted by vehicle movements 
during the long wet winter. 

The changes inside the building have been generally welcomed, although 
there are still a few teething problems to sort out. The lounge seems larger, and 
certainly is  lighter, thanks to the floor-to-ceiling windows and the glass divider 
which now separates it from the dining-room. A more flexible arrangement is 
possible with the new chairs (referred to by Georgie Stout as the 'port and 
starboard' chairs as they are reddish and greenish!), which helps in eliminating 
the formality of regimented rows. And with new shelving and a solid wood table 
the library is now an attractive quiet corner. Next door the dining-room has been 
extended (taking in part of the old kitchen), carpet-tiled,and refurnished and the 
kitchen has virtually been replaced and equipped with many new aids to good 
cooking and convenience of operation. Upstairs all the windows have been 
replaced; the new ones are unusual in design and a little tricky to operate but, 
together with improvements in the heating system, they have helped to make the 
building much warmer. The researchers in residence now have their own small 
self-catering kitchen and the latest arrivaI on the scene has been the new 
computer, to be used mainly for data analysis and research projects. 

Needless to say, the early part of the season was a very busy one for the staff, 
most of whom are new this year (only Peter Bowlett,Assistant Warden, and Andy 
Silmks, Seabird Monitoring Oficer, were present last season). Before spring 
migration got under way, Paul Harvey, FIBO's new Warden, and Peter did 
wonders in rehabilitating several of the traps; and spare moments from birding 
have since been fully occupied with sorting books, doing minor repain, and the 
thousand and one other tasks which have cropped up during the settling-in 



period. Paul's wife Elizabeth, aided -or impeded -by 18-month-old Holly, looh 
after bookings, accounts and other administrative matters - and tries to find time 
to prepare for an addition to the family in mid-September. And the domestic side 
is under the charge of Joan MacDonald, our Cook-caterer. She presides in the 
kitchen,with Lorna Mcbod as Assistant Cookand also supervises Paul Donald 
and Jenny Forester, who do the cleaning, meeting ofvisitors and a multitude of 
other jobs. 

From the completed questionnaires returned by departing visitors, it is clear 
that the FIB0 team's efforts are much appreciated, with especially high praise 
going to the friendly and helpful atmosphere and the quality -and quantity - of 
the food. It is encouraging to note, too, that several recent visitors have become 
'Friends of Fair Isle' - the more that do so the better will be the prospects for 
FIBOT's future. 

ORNlTHOmGICAL HIGHLIGHTS, SPRING 1989 
The highlight of the spring was undoubtedly the Song Sparrow trapped in the 
Gully on 11th April - the sixth British (third Fair Isle) record of this North 
American passerine. The bird departed on 26th April. Had it remained for a 
further weekend it would have been the centre of a major 'twitch', the Orcadia 
having been chartered to bring 120 people up from John 0' Groats. 

Spring passage started in mid February and, although thrush and finch 
numbers were lower than in recent years, some species showed a strong passage, 
notably Snow Bunting, 300 on 24th Feb., Skylark,750 on 6th March (both record 
spring counts), Goldcrest,80 on 1st April and Ring Ousel,50 on 22ndApril.There 
was also an unprecedented series of influxes of Carrion Crows, the largest of 
which numbered 34 birds. 






