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As Fair Isle Bfrd Observaturyts forty-first season draws 
to  a close, and t i red  staff take a w e l l  earned rest, 
FIBOT has much to celebrate, A p t ,  from completi~n of 
the building ~e-devel~pm€?nt and a successful topening' 
ceremony in August ( r e p o r t 4  later da this News1 etter) , 
the Lo* h w  welcomed more vhitors than ever before, 
both as aeeasured by viaitor week&/bed nAghts and in 
numbers pF i n d i v l d w l  visitors, Increasf ri$ opportunities 
for f l y i ~ r g  to the tale from @ ~ t h  T i m 1  and Kirknall 
b v e  encm-d more visitors to come fm abort breah;  
Sun* l a  now the only days in the week (during swr~ner) 
when tmvel t o  and from Fair Iale i a  not possible by air 
&/OF sea, 

Unfortunagely there is one disturbing a 8 p t  of 
fncreasing demand at  the Loclge - the number of visztara 
who Book accommodation (especially %or mwatfon perfds 
and often far in advance) but then fail to appear or to 
cancel. This means that beds can remlrm unoccupied at 
tfms *n there is actually a waiting list for 
vacancies. PLeam* -tact Elizabeth %mediately if you 
decide not to take up your booking, so that we can try to 
fill the vacancy; not to do so is unfair to PXWT and 
also to thms who w u l d  be only too aruriws to f f l l  the 
p p .  Where &bem is a good mason for cancellation, arrd 
it is possible ta  re-let tW room,.refWng of a degoalt 
my be canslde~ed - but a l l  visitors are advised t o  take 
out travel lnaurance including cancellation cover, Maw 
insurance arr%g@mats npgotlated with Sun Alliance are 
detaf led  In the enclwsd brochure for 1990, For next 
%#on we have, intrgducede a ~ I - P  cb- for peak 
perids, re f  fecting the deman&f 6~ acccpmmodation at these 
tiaes, and have also*tMcreassd the deposit by £5. 



t m m  b&en gdnat&¶ By a s w h  of mt9- 
cyclones sitwted in the Weatern q p ~ o a c h e ~ ,  msultlng in 

uni;n.kerrupted westewI* afrf3m at m r  ~sle. AS 
been a dearth or cormton laigrats, and 

Is of passerinss . Su~prisingEy, however, 
there Plas k e n  a stping of rarities, 

August eclammed with a lwge passe@ of C-n Gulls 
0 on 11th. We had t o  batit  until  the end of 

for the mm 1nt.emtihg rn-s - Red-necked 
5th, Citrlise IbgWIl on 27th and a YePlm- 

and 2 Romffnches (including a red mlel 

September bwmt amher Y e l l w - b s t e d  Buntirigs 
le Buntings, Meadow pipits peaked at 900 on 7st 

and there was a good selection of colmtoll mlgmtrts on 10th 
the Iele8s thikd ever at- Nightingale, Other 

hi@lf@ts  wepe Aquatic  warble^ on 16tA, Spotted Cpake on 
t4th, Lanceolated Wwble~ on l6th,  t h e  ffrst G r e y  P k h -  

- ropes (3)  since 1979 on 20th, Booted Warbler on 22nd amd 
Faip Isle's thiml C o a l  Tit on 26th, 

A *redn Aad-breasted Flycatcher was the s t m  bipd Of 
a rather quiet openPng to Octobm, The best fa l l  of the 
autumn occurred on 5th, when 8edWng~ nunnbeed 50BCI, Jack 

quality was provided 'by a S w t - t m d  krk ,  a 
Redpall of the Greenland race and an incm- 

P-hom - ~ f p i t .  k x k  day bmught the 
autumra sixth L5ttle Bun%img and a second m P t - t o e d  
krk. A Yellbw-brawed Wa~Uler arid a Rlchardls P i p i t  

t the supeP first-ywf mle Pied 
ved in mar @la farce westerlies on 

10th was a shock to all and a lmg owdue first for 
- mir I a h .  The 71th was calm and a trickle af migmnks 

w i v e d  inclWimg e B l u e t h m t ,  the second mho~emannln 
&tic B e d p o l l  and a Lameolated Wmbler E l a t  mlked aver 
fts a W m e  baats in the Leo& ditch. 

Paul miirey 








