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AW'UMi MIGRATION 

If we thought that the spr5ng had let us down, the 
autumn certainly made up f'br it. Fair Isle l i v e d  up to  
its ornithologfcal reputation by prwidlng a fe-t; of 
national and lwal rarities. 

Augvst produced a summer pl-d adult Amerlcm 
Golden Plover, which only stayed for an how, a long- 
staying Greenfsh Warbler, Wryneck and BarreB Warbler. 

Septembr was Outstanding. It startled with Fail 
Islels second ever Bafrdts Sandplpsr on Ho~tki Raven 
beach an the  5th,  followed by the Pipst of five Yellow- 
breasted Buntings on t h e  6th. South easterly wfnds on 
the 12th saw the arrival of a Pechma P i p i t ,  two Arctic 
Warblers, and three Yellow-breasted Buntings. On the 
17th a second Fechora P i p i t  was Pound along with a new 
Y e l l ~ ~ - b ~ m ~ t @ d  Bunting, thkml RUsefInches and the 
f3mt Yellow-browed Warbler of the a u t ~ ,  A t h i r d  
Pechura P i p i t  appeared on the 18th, and the next few 
days logged Icterine a l e  Bed-thmated Pfpft, 
Bigbtingale, Corncrake, hrmd Wa~blers, Rosef'fhches and 
the fouPth Pechora Pipit. A confidfng Citr ine  Wagtail 
and an eluszve Buff-breasted Sandpfper were  present an 
the 26th, followed by the autumn's fourth American 
Wader, a Juvenile Pectoml Sandpiper on the 27th. A 
light n o ~ t h  easterly on the 28th produced FBir Isle's 
second ever Bkllllonts Crab, a Lanceolated Wgrbler, 
Little Bunting, Bluethroat and good numbers of coannon 
migrants. Eight Greenland White-fronted Geese were seen 
on the 19th and the mooth ended wi th  a new bird for Fair 
Isle - a stunning Blackpoll Warbler, which graced--Bust€ 
on t h e  afternoon of the 30th, along with the first of 



four Short-toed Larks, a Af chard's Pip i t  and f a u ~  Red- 
breasted Flycatchers. 

The first t e n  days of Uctb-ber recurcled Grey Phala- 
rope, Ben Harrier, Goasandsr, Glaucous Gulls, Lang- 
ta i l ed  Skua and a L i t t l e  Buntiw. The Baillonfs Crab 
w&s pfcked up dead an the 3rd followiw atrocious over- 
night conditions. South easterlfes on t h e  10th prcduced 
a spectaculzrr fall of migrants which was t o  continue for 
the next few days. Birds wepe evewhere, and the log 
for t h e  10th read; 25,000 Redfings, 500' Song Th~ushes, 
250 Blackbirds, 250 Fielctfares, 8 Ring Quzels, 60 
Chi f f cb f f s ,  350 Skylarks, 450 Meadow P i p i t s  and 20 Jack 
Snipe.  Rarities unearthed among the  masses of birds 
included a Radclebs Warbler, hncwlated Warbler, the 
first of fwr Olive-backed Pipits, two Short-to& Larks 
and three RYchardts P i p i t s .  

Ak-PfVals cmtinud wkth a second Olive-backed P i p i t ,  
four Little Bmtings, two Shore Larks, Haflinch, 'Blue- 
tbmat, Pintail and several Long-eared Owls.  The 74th 
recorded heavy goose passage, with 1500 Gmylags, 100 
hmaclea and 5fl Pinkfeet heading south. The 15th-20th 
saw the arrival of fled-hacked and Slavonian Grebes, two 
mre Richard's Pipits, four Glaucous Gulls, the  t h i P d  






