No. 48. September 2020

There’s so much to recount, it’s hard to know exactly what
to include in this newsletter!

Firstly, thanks for your continued support. It has been a
tough couple of years for FIBO and the continued support
of so many people is greatly appreciated. There’s no doubt
that it is going to be a challenging year or two ahead as
well, with the need to fund and build the new Observatory.
This newsletter gives you updates on the progress made on
the process so far, including the very pleasing news that
the planning application submitted for the new building
was approved last month.

You can see full details of the submitted plans at:
https://pa.shetland.gov.uk/online-applications/
applicationDetails.do?
keyVal=Q60HHEOAMIJUOO&activeTab=summary

We hope that many of you are following the progress on
the FIBO website and we’ll continue to post updates there.
We’re aware that lots of people are asking how they can
help, and there’s a message from Douglas Barr (FIBOT
Chair) inside this newsletter about the current appeal for
funding.

The Obs site has been cleared, and it looks a bit barren,
but that belies the vast amount of work that is going on
behind the scenes. The subcommittee of directors who are
dealing with the rebuild are working virtually full-time on
plans, with constant meetings with the project manager,
architects, interior designers, fire safety consultants, Fair
Isle Electricity Company and energy consultants, other
directors and many more. Douglas and Mike Wood
(Finance Director) in particular are working non-stop on
the project and will deserve a well-earned glass of chilled
Irn Bru (or something stronger) from the Phoenix Bar as
soon as we’re up and running. We look forward to serving
them, and many of you, soon!

David and Susannah Parnaby
FIBO Warden and Administrator

Timeline of Observatory buildings

28th August 1948
Fair Isle Bird Observatory officially opened

1969
FIBO moves to its current location of Maver’s
Cup in a new building

1989
Obs building extended and refurbished

2010
New £4 million Obs building opened

10th March 2019
Fire destroys the Obs buildings

September 2019
Susan Clark appointed as Project Manager for
rebuild

November 2019
ICA appointed as architects

7th May 2020
Planning permission is granted by Shetland
Islands Council

Summer-autumn 2020
Work on layout, interiors and procurement
Contractors to be appointed

Autumn-winter 2020
Some ground work and clearance hoping to be
carried out

Spring 2021
The rebuild begins!

Spring 2022
The new Obs building will open to guests
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This is what could be waiting for you in the not too distant future on Fair Isle! The architects ICA
produced a series of visualisations of what the new building will look like to coincide with the
planning application for the Obs rebuild being submitted. Obviously, as the process evolves,
there may be a few changes, but we’re all very excited by the look of these pictures!

The building will be in the same location as the previous Obs, and will be a similar shape. The
main difference will be that the central corridor will be single story—which will give better views

The Warden and Administrator’s accommodation on the left, with the single-story office and dining room
in the centre and the lounge and guest accommodation on the right.
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for more of the guest rooms. There will be plenty of large windows to try to make the most of
the views for which Fair Isle is rightly famous, and to enhance the chance of seeing birds with-
out even having to step outside! We'll be keeping the popular ‘lookout’ (where the library was)
and there will be a larger area with seating outside for making the most of the sun when you're
having your cup of tea after lunch!

The staff bedrooms will be larger and there’ll even be a small staff kitchen area so breakfast
before a Tystie survey for the Wardening team won’t have to be left over Log cakes!

We’re looking forward to welcoming you to the new building as soon as it's up and running, as
whatever it looks like, it's the people (and birds!) that make the Obs!




Message from FIBOT Chairman Douglas Barr P-

The rebuild of the Obs is continuing apace and we are still on schedule m
with regards to a full reopening in the Spring of 2022.

Following upon the granting of our planning application we have now
completed the next part of the process by submitting our building war-
rant application which is currently being considered. An archaeological
survey will also have to be undertaken for at least part of the site and we are hoping to be in a position to
shortly instruct that.

The major news is that we have now gone out to tender. We whittled it down from a number of expres-
sions of interest to a shortlist of three companies all of whom have a full understanding and appreciation of
the difficulties that Obs 5 will present . They all also have a Northern Isles connection in some form and are
extremely interested in being involved in the project.

As you are all no doubt aware we have launched our public fund raising campaign spearheaded by our new
Patron Ann Cleeves. It has garnered a lot of positive publicity and donations from near and afar are now
coming in. We are in discussions with a number of other potential funders including amongst others both
local and national governments, ngo's, heritage lottery and various charitable foundations .

Can we thank all of you who have so far donated and also promoted our campaign which has helped us
considerably and ask you to continue doing so. We are determined to ensure that our vision for the new
Obs ,which will increase and strengthen both our and the Isles resilience for decades to come, will become
a reality in 2022 and that we will be welcoming you all back then.

Although they had their
arrival on the Isle delayed 588
until 8th June, the new FIBO I8
team really hit the ground |8
running and were thrown
into seabird monitoring
almost immediately upon

{ their arrival on the Isle.

4 The team consists of (left to

i right) Assistant Warden Dan

{ Gornall, Ranger Georgia
Platt and Assistant Warden

{ Alex Penn. All are in their

& first season working for

8l FIBO, although Alex has
previously volunteered for
FIBO through the JHMF
scheme.
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Some spring highlights. Left column: Blyth’'s Reed Warbler, Hawfinch, Wood Warbler, Western Subalpine
Warbler, middle: Golden Oriole, Bluethroat, Song Sparrow, Stone-curlew, right: Common Rosefinch, Red-
rumped Swallow, Hobby and Icterine Warbler. All images by David Parnaby except Golden Oriole and Blue-
throat which are by Deryk Shaw. For all the latest sightings, visit http://www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk/

latest sightings.html and follow us on Twitter for regular updates.

FIBO and COVID-19

We’'re sure you have had enough of reading about coronavirus, but as lots of people have asked about how
it has affected Fair Isle, we thought we’d give you a quick update. There have been no confirmed cases on
Fair Isle, with movement to and from the Isle almost completely halted during the lockdown. Things are now
opening up again slightly, although there are still restrictions on travel and the provision of accommodation is
limited. FIBO was unable to get seasonal staff to the Isle in the spring, and the Government regulations and
guidance meant we were unable to carry out fieldwork.

Once the team arrived in June, it was full steam ahead with monitoring and we managed to get a reasonable
idea of how the breeding season had panned out for most seabird species. Hopefully we’ll manage a full
census throughout the autumn, albeit with Log usually carried out by phone rather than in person!

Those of us on Fair Isle during the last few months realise how fortunate we are to be here during the current
circumstances and we hope that all of our regular visitors, friends and supporters are keeping well. No doubt
a few of you will have added a few species to your garden lists during the lockdown and we hope that birds
have helped you through things—they certainly have for us.




Although the seasonal staff were late to arrive to the Isle this year, spring migration carried on right through June, so
they didn’t miss out entirely. Here’s a selection of the highlights photographed by Dan (Calandra Lark and Crane) and
Alex (all other images) in June (clockwise from top): Killer Whales, River Warbler, Booted Warbler, Barred Warbler,
Crane, Rose-coloured Starling, Calandra Lark and Green Warbler.




