the final cost of the project. Whilst there will
inevitably be some last-minute input from both
sides, we expect to be able to agree a price that is
within our financial constraints and is also
acceptable to IDMH. Serious work can then begin
in the builder's factory in Sheffield, resulting in
the production of modules that can be delivered
via ship and barge to Fair Isle in late summer
2022. Approximately 15 IDMH staff will then be
on Fair Isle from July to October to construct and
fit out the building.

Completion of the new Obs is still planned for

Friends of Fair Isle late autumn with a reopening for guests in May
Newsletter No. 50 2023.
|V|a rch 2022 Meanwhile, we are preparing ourselves for the

forthcoming ornithological season on Fair Isle. |
am very pleased to say that Alex Penn and
Georgia Platt are returning in less than three
I'm slightly envious of the FIBOT Chairman weeks as Acting Warden and Assistant Warden

Observatory Rebuild Update

who is currently enjoying some sunshine respectively for their third successive season on
and brilliant birding in foreign climes, the Isle. It is brilliant to have continuity during
whilst | have just absorbed the weather this difficult period of change and upheaval. Alex
forecast for North Yorkshire that shows and Georgia will be joined in the South Light
three days of uninterrupted drizzle. accommodation by Holly Pickett as the Ranger for
However, that gives me ample time to 2022. And, in a few months' time, we will be
update everyone on the progress with the  seeking applications for the full-time positions in
Obs rebuild project. charge of ornithology/environment and

hospitality/operations, so we can welcome two

We are working closely on a daily basis
& y y permanent staff to the island in the autumn.

with our builders, IDMH, on the detailed

design of the new Observatory, down to Finally, | would like to say "thank you' to everyone
the specification of coat hooks and that has contributed towards our Public Appeal
toothbrush holders! One of the great which has now reached the giddy heights of
strengths of IDMH is that their people are  £685,000. More contributions continue to arrive
a pleasure to work with, so what might on a daily basis and are very gratefully received.
otherwise be painful tedium is actually We aspire for Obs5 to be at least as comfortable
quite enjoyable. This has helped propel us  and well equipped as Obs4 was, and to take even
to a point where we hope to freeze the greater advantage of the multiple, fantastic views
Obs5 design within the next few days. in the north-east corner of the Isle.

Once we reach that stage in the design Mike Wood, FIBOT Director of Finance

process, we will be a position to fine tune 3rd March 2022

Fair Isle Bird Observatory, Fair Isle, ZE29JU
info@fairislebirdobs.co.uk

www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk
facebook.com/fairislebirdobservatory twitter.com/Fl_Obs
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Changes to the Friends of Fair Isle

Our FoFl membership structure and fees are
changing from 1st April 2022.

Membership will consist of either:

e Full » at least £24 (printed Annual
Report, and choice of pdf/printed
newsletter and email/letter
correspondence)

e Green » at least £10 (pdf Annual Report
and newsletter and email
correspondence)

« Life » £600, Green life » £250

» There will no longer be a specific overseas
rate (see below)

Please amend your Standing Order details
with your bank prior to 1st April and let us
know your preferences and email address if
you have not done so recently. Please email
admin@fairislebirdobs.co.uk.

If you do not change your Standing Order
payment in line with the changes above, you
will automatically be transferred to the
Green membership.

Curlew chicks, Fair Isle Kirk, 7th June 2021 by Georgia Platt

Existing Overseas Friends are invited to
transfer to Green membership. Printed
Annual Reports can be purchased from our
online shop.

Friends will continue to receive a newsletter
and Annual Report (in the format of your
chosen membership type) and an
opportunity to book early for
accommodation. In the future, we will be
looking to develop the ways in which FoFlI
income is used, and we will detail specific
projects that subscriptions and additional
donations will fund.

If you are a Friend on 1st April 2022, you will
receive advance email notification when
bookings open for the new Observatory.
Please ensure we have your email address.

We thank you for your support of the Obs.

www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk/fofi
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